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UN 71st Anniversary of the Battle of Kapyong/Gapyeong

4 Star General James Van Fleet, Commander of the UN Forces during the Korean War



4 Star General James Van Fleet served in the WWI, WWII and Korean War.

He said “I never want to be accused of abuse of power. Power is given to you to exercise in a
kindly way” He is  a Polk County, Florida hero and a great General that led the Battle of
Kapyong/Gapyeong to a triumphant UN forces victory. We will remember him.



KOREAN WAR
Over 16 United Nation Forces Served

Over 1.7 Million US Forces Served

Over 32,000 Canadian Forces Served

during the Korean War

June 25, 1950- July 27, 1953

and the UN Peace Keeping Mission

until  January 31, 1955

Total Deaths - 54, 246 in US  /  516 in Canada
Wounded - 103,284 in US  / 1,558 in Canada

MIA - 8,075 in US / 21 in Canada
POW -7,245  in US / 32 in Canada

Over 58,000 UN Forces killed during the Korean War

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.
NOUS NOUS SOUVIENDRONS D’EUX



Fallen Soldiers of the Battle of Kapyong (Gapyeong)

United States Presidential Citation Awarded to

U.S. Army

A Company, 72nd Heavy Tank Battalion
Private Paul Albaugh from Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Private First Class Alban Chmielewski from Gary, Indiana

2 ND Lieutenant  Peter Paul Di Martino from Bridgeport, Connecticut

Silver Star

AWARD OF THE SILVER STAR By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of
Congress, approved 9 July 1918 (WD Bul 43, 1918), and pursuant to authority in AR 600-45, the Silver
Star for gallantry in action is awarded Posthumously to the following named officers and enlisted men.

SECOND LIEUTENANT PETER PAUL DI MARTINO, 02201104, Armor, United States Army, a
member of Company "A'', 72nd Tank Battalion, 2nd Infantry Division, displayed gallantry in action
against an armed enemy on 24 April 1951 near Cheryong-ni, Korea.
On that date at 21OO hours Lieutenant Di Martino's platoon was deployed in a small ford with the
mission of blocking the initial expected enemy assault. Because of the close proximity of the enemy on
the heels of retreating friendly forces, the enemy was in and upon Lieutenant Di Martino's platoon
before they were known to be enemy. With complete disregard for his own personal safety Lieutenant
Di Martino heroically exposed himself to withering enemy fire in order to bring to bear, with his 50
caliber machine gun, on an enemy already to close in for rapid turret manipulation. In this gallant effort
to ward off an aggressive enemy Lieutenant Di Martino was struck in the face by enemy fire and was
killed. The gallantry displayed by Lieutenant Di Martino effects great credit upon himself and the
military service. (written by Patrick J Shaughnessy at the Korean War Project)

2LT Peter Paul Di Martino graduated from Norwich Military College in Vermont.



Fallen Soldiers of the Battle of Kapyong (Gapyeong)

United States Presidential Citation Awarded to

Australian army  that fought under the 27th  British Commonwealth Brigade

 3rd Battalion Royal Australian Regiment
32 Killed

General  James A. Van Fleet and a Major General Officer, 8th US Army inspects members of the
3rd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment (3RAR).

General Van Fleet issued the “Distinguished Unit Citation” to 3RAR, 2PPCLI, A Company, 72nd
Heavy Tank Battalion for their extraordinary bravery during the Battle of Kapyong.

“Distinguished Unit Citation later changed to the “United States Presidential Citation”.

Photo: Australia War Memorial



 A Company, 72nd Heavy Tank Battalion  (now changed to 1st Battalion, 72nd Armor
Regiment) Monument was erected at Chun-An-Ri, South Korea at the site of the larger
Battle of Kapyong memorial in 2016 by the Kapyong Battle Memorial Foundation.
They fought alongside Korean, Canadian, Australian and New Zealanders against the
Communist Chinese Army during the Battle of Kapyong and they helped save South
Korea’s capital city “Seoul”.  Their extraordinary bravery and sacrifices will be
remembered by many Koreans and future generations.

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM

72nd Heavy Tank Battalion Monument



American Sherman Tank M4 in Korea











4 Star General James A. Van Fleet, SR, The Commander of  the UN Forces

General  James Van Fleet  Sr, and his son James Van Fleet  Jr (MIA)

General James Van Fleet's famous phrase is: "Will to Win"

Korea Society Video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWSzQlVrKx8

There were three Generals (General Douglas McArthur, General Matthew Ridgeway and General
James A. Van Fleet) commanding UN forces during the Korean War including  the “Battle of
Kapyong (Gapyeong)".

General James A Van Fleet was also a commander of the 8th Army and he was the one who awarded
the "Distinguished Unit Citation" for A company, 72nd Heavy Tank Battalion, 2PPCLI, 3 RAR for
the extraordinary bravery during the “Battle of Kapyong”. The "Distinguished Unit Citation" was
changed to the “United States Presidential Unit Citation”.

General James Van Fleet's son, Lt. James Van Fleet JR was missing in action during the Korean War
while he was flying B-26 bomber called “Night Intruder” near Haeju, North Korea with his crew
members during a mission on April 4th 1952. His remains were never found and now he is presumed
dead. Some speculation included that he and his crews were captured and taken as P.O.W. He was
promoted to Captain posthumously.

General Van Fleet grew up in Florida when his parents moved from New York to Florida. His son
James was born in Auburndale, Florida. General James Van Fleet served in WWI, WWII and the
Korean War (total  service in the US Army for 38 years).  His home was his ranch in Polk City, Polk
County, Florida. He also loved Korea and the Korean people. He was the founder of the American-
Korean Foundation and one of the founders of the Korea Society which was established in 1957.
He was invited to attend the Seoul Summer Olympic in 1988 by President Roh Tae Woo. He lived
until he was 100 years old and he lived to be the oldest general in the U.S. history. He died on Sept
23,1992.

In Florida, there are many streets, parks, trails and a highway named after him however, the general
public does not know about General James Van Fleet who was an inspiring leader. He said that he
did not like to lead by fear since the power was given to you to act kindly.

“I shall come back. You have made me a part of you. I know you are a part of me. I shall not
ask you to give me back my heart. I leave it with you”

-By Gen. James A. Van Fleet Seoul, Republic of Korea 29 January 1953-

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWSzQlVrKx8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWSzQlVrKx8


Ambassador for Peace Medals for 3 fallen Battle of Kapyong/Gapyeong soldiers and

James Van Fleet, JR were presented by Consul General Young Jun Kim on April 23, 2021



Let to Right: Consul General Young Jun Kim (Atlanta), Joseph McChristian JR, a grandson of General
James Van Fleet and nephew of James Van Fleet Jr and HooJung Jones Kennedy, co-chair of “UN 70th

Anniversary of the Battle of Kapyong/Gapyeong” April 23, 2021



VFW Post 4289 Winter Haven Honour Guard and the various wreaths at the ceremony

April 23, 2021



Left and Right: Alice Blachley and Frank Blachley, a Korean War Veteran with other guests.

Consul General Young Jun Kim with the member of National Unification Advisory Council, Mi-
ami Chapter, HooJung Jones Kennedy and president of Tampa Bay Korean Association.



“Korean War Veterans Appreciation Luncheon’ at the VFW 4289 Winter Haven. April 23, 2021



Lakeland Veterans Memorial Park, Lakeland, Florida



Left to Right: Frank Anderson, a Korean War Veteran. Four of  his classmates were killed during the
Korean War and one was wounded. Major(Ret’d) Don Kennedy past deputy commanding officer of the
Royal Canadian Light Infantry and co-chair of the “Battle of Kapyong/Gapyeong Commemoration
Committee”. They are members of  the Korean War Veterans Association Chapter 159 Sunshine State.



Left to Right: Frank and Bobbie Anderson, Major (Ret’d) Don Kennedy

Members of the Korean War Veterans Association Chapter 159, Sunshine State



Left To Right: Frank Anderson and HooJug Jones Kennedy at the Korean War Memorial.



HooJung Jones Kennedy at the Lakeland Veterans Memorial. The Republic of Korean wreath is
handmade by her and she dyed each flower to reflect the colours of Korean flag.



Left to Right: Frank and Bobbie Anderson (her brother was a wounded Korean War Veteran) at
the Lakeland Veterans Memorial Park.



Left to Right: Frank and Bobbie Anderson at the Medal of Honour Memorial.







Battle of Kapyong/Gapyeong Battle Map
27th  British Commonwealth Brigade



Fallen Soldiers of the Battle of Kapyong (Gapyeong)

United States Presidential Citation Awarded to

The Canadian Army that fought under the 27th  British Commonwealth Brigade

Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry 2nd Battalion

Private Maurice Sherman Carr, Niagara Falls, Ontario
Corporal Gerald Robert Evans, Vancouver, British Columbia

Private Leslie Thomas Fielding, Truro, Nova Scotia
Private Curtis Archie Hayes,,  Toronto, Ontario

Private Joseph Marcel Leo Lessard, Mattawa, Ontario
Private Bruce Merlin MacDonald, Peterborough, Ontario

Private Walter John Marshall, Lindsay, Ontario
Private Robert Herbert George Tolver, Regina, Saskatchewan

Private Robert Leroy Walker, Ingersoll, Ontario
Private Thomas Barry Wotton, Winnipeg, Manitoba





Left to Right: Major(Ret’d) Don Kennedy Romeo Daley, Korean War Veteran, Brigadier General (Ret’d)
Vince Kennedy, Hon. Colonel of the Prince Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry, Ron Zabrook, US WWII
and Korean War Veteran at the Korean War National Wall of Remembrance on July 27, 2021.

Her Honour Elizabeth Dowdeswell, Lt. Governor of Ontario, Canada attended the July 27th Korean
War Veterans Day ceremony and  the “Gapyeong Battle Monument” unveiling ceremony.



Left to Right: 2PPCLI Soldiers- Private Morris Piche and LCpl. William J Chrysler near Kapyong Valley.
William J Chrysler was born in Hamilton, Ontario and he now lives in Niagara region in Ontario.

Photo Credit: Imperial Museum.



Right to Left: 2 PPCLI Soldiers -Ken Gawthorn and his comrade celebrating his 27th birthday.

Ken Gawthorn also served with the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders of Canada in WWII.

He received the French Legion of Honour Medal and Minister of Veterans Affairs Canada commen-
dation. It was my pleasure to provide this photo for the Hamilton Veterans Park (Eternal Veterans
photos) thus, he will be remembered for many generations.



Morely Balinson served with the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry 2nd Infantry  (2 PPCLI)
as a signaller who fought during the Battle of Kapyong. He is holding a captured Chinese SUB-
machine gun and wearing his brother’s jacket who was killed in WWII. He was a member of the Korea
Veterans Association of Canada Unit 26, Hamilton and past Regimental Sergeant Major at the Argyll
& Sutherland Highlanders of Canada who trained many soldiers including Major (Ret’d) Don
Kennedy. He was also served as a RCMP (Royal Canadian Mounted Police). His story is written by
Jon Well from the Hamilton Spectator.

https://www.thespec.com/news/hamilton-region/2017/11/03/a-soldier-s-story-from-the-forgotten-
war.html?Rf

Photo by Veterans Affairs Canada

Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry at Kapyong

https://www.thespec.com/news/hamilton-region/2017/11/03/a-soldier-s-story-from-the-forgotten-war.html?rf
https://www.thespec.com/news/hamilton-region/2017/11/03/a-soldier-s-story-from-the-forgotten-war.html?rf
https://www.thespec.com/news/hamilton-region/2017/11/03/a-soldier-s-story-from-the-forgotten-war.html?rf


Gapyeong Canada Monument
at Gapyong, Korea erected in 1975 and rebuilt in 1983 by Gapyong County to honour and remember

over 32,000 Canadians who fought during the Korean War.

PPCLI (Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry) Monument

Photos by David Suh



“Battle of Gapyeong (previously known as Kapyong) Monument” was erected on July 27th 2021
near the Korean War Veterans National Wall of Remembrance at the Meadowvale Cemetery,
Brampton, Ontario Canada.





Hon. Yonah Martin Senator is the Grand Patron of the Korea War Veterans of Canada and she intro-
duced Bill 213-C recognizing July 27th as the “Korean War Veterans Day” in 2016.

Her Honour Elizabeth Dowdeswell, Lt. Governor of Ontario, Hon. Yonah Martin Senator. Consul
General (Toronto) Deuck  Kim, Hon. Raymond Cho, Minister with William J Chrysler, a battle of
Kapyong/Gapyeong Veteran with other Korean War Veterans.





Left to Right: Col. Keun Sik Moon, Defence Attaché (Korean Embassy in Canada) and HooJung Jones
Kennedy, Monument Project Director of the Battle of Gapyeong (previously known as Kapyong)
Monument Committee of Canada.

With our dedicated committee members (Peter Song, President of Korea Veterans Association of Canada
Eastern Chapter, Hong chin Chang, Vice President, Min Hoo Lee, General Secretary), it was our pleasure
to design the monument and raise the funds from Canadian and Korean government and Korean commu-
nity. Gapyeong Battle Monuments also were erected in Langley, BC and Winnipeg, MB in 2019. The
Brampton, Ontario monument was erected  on July 27, 2021 to honour and remember the fallen soldiers.
Our committee (including Jinwoong Kim, President  and Dave Lee, Vice President  of the Niagara Korean
Association) will erect the “Korean War Gapyeong Battle Victory Monument” at Fairview Cemetery in
Niagara Falls, Ontario on June 16th. 2022





Co-Chairs of “UN Battle of Kapyong/Gapyeong Commemoration Committee”

KWVA Chapter 159, Korea War Veterans of Canada Unit 26,  The Royal Canadian Legion Post 144

HooJung Jones Kennedy and Major (Ret’d) Don Kennedy

Thank you very much for all your support to honour and remember over 58,000
fallen UN soldiers and the fallen heroes of the Battle of Kapyong/Gapyeong.

We Will Remember Them.



Co-Founders of the Korean War Veterans Advocates of Canada
HooJung Jones Kennedy (former Presidential Advisor) and Major(Ret’d) Don Kennedy

This Non-Profit Organization is to preserve the legacy of Korean War Veterans with the families
members of Korean War Veterans and other advocates by collaborating with the Korean and Canadian
governments, Veterans Affairs Canada, various branches of The Royal Canadian Legion, other Veterans
organizations and Korean-Canadian community. We Will Remember Them.



NOT IN VAIN
The crosses lined on silent field

Speak mutely of war's deadly yield.

The guns are quiet

The battlefield still

The dead lie in peace until

We break faith and start anew.

Multitudes of dead would rise

With tears and fire in their eyes

And thunder:

"Listen to our cries!

Remain strong in defence.

Become not weak,

Remember Munich's past folly!

Heed the truth we speak.

Did we die in vain

Would you put our death to shame

Remembering how we died to save

Mankind from following us

To a lonely grave?"

By Major (Ret'd) Don Kennedy



Thank you Korean War heroes

“United Nations 71st  Anniversary of the Battle of Kapyong/ Gapyeong” booklet  is written and designed by HooJung Jones Kennedy


