
“Banff Korean War Gapyeong Battle Victory Monument”
Unveiling Ceremony & Veterans Appreciation Dinner

July 21st, 2024 3:00 P.M.

 The Royal Canadian Legion Br. 26 Col. Moore, 92 Banff Ave. Banff, Alberta Canada

Organized by Korean War Veterans Advocates of Canada



April 23 - April 25, 1951 (2PPCLI)



Dear Korean War Veterans family members and Advocates,

Over 4.5 million visitors from the word visit the beautiful Rocky Mountains and Banff
annually. We are very pleased to erect the “Banff  Korean War Gapyeong (Kapyong)
Battle Victory Monument” in partnership with the Town of Banff and the Royal Canadian
Legion Br. 26, Col. Moore to honour and remember Korean War Veterans as we preserve
their legacy for the next generations.  26,791 Canadians served during the Korean War
( June 25, 1950 - July 27, 1953)  and an additional 7,000 served during the UN Peace
Keeping Mission. The brave 516 fallen Canadians (including  10 Fallen Princess Patricia’s
Canadian Light Infantry 2ⁿ� Battalion) helped to save many innocent lives including my
parents. 2PPCLI received the United States Presidential Unit Citation for their gallant
valour. The triumph victory of the Gapyeong Battle is a true testament of brave
Canadians who helped to secure the Peace and Freedom of the Republic of Korea.

Since 2003, it was our pleasure to help erect 5 Korean War Monuments in Canada
including “Ancaster Korean War Memorial”, “Burlington RCN 8 Ships that served in
Korea”, “Brampton Korean War Gapyeong Battle Victory Monument” and “Niagara Falls
Korean War Gapeyong Battle Victory Monument” working with Korean War Veterans
and dedicated committee members.

We would like to send our special thanks to  Korean War Veterans, Veterans  and their
family members, Gapyeong County and Mayor Teawon  Seo donating  6 Monuments to
Canada since 2019 (Langley, British Columbia, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Brampton, Ontario,
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Airdrie, Alberta,  Banff, Alberta),  The Royal Canadian Legion Br,
26 Col. Moore, the Town of Banff, our sponsors, Veterans advocates, friends and
volunteers cross Canada and Florida, US for their stellar support to help erect the “Banff
Korean War Gapyeong (Kapyong)  Battle Victory Monument”.  We will remember our
heroes.

Sincerely,

HooJung Jones Kennedy and Major(Ret’d) Don Kennedy
Co-Chairs of the Korean War Veterans Advocates of Canada



July 21, 2024

Mayor Teawon Seo’s Greeting Letter

Good Afternoon.  I am Teawon Seo, Mayor of Gapyeong County, Korea.

Dear Korean War Veterans of Canada and families, Korean Ambassador Woongsoon Lim, Blake
Richards, MP, Acting Mayor of Banff City Kaylee Ram, HooJung Jones Kennedy and Don
Kennedy Co-Chairs of the Korean War Veterans Advocates of Canada, Former President of
Royal Canadian Legion Br. 26 Col. Moore, Bryan Gerrie and Distinguished Guests. It is a great
honour for me to attend the Unveiling Ceremony of the Korean War Gapyeong Battle Victory
Monument today and to greet all of you in person.

The Battle of Gapyeong was one of the most important and famous battles in the history of
the Canadian Forces although it was 73 years ago. The Battle of Gapyeong was fought between
the 27th British Commonwealth Brigade and two Divisions, 118th Division and the 60��
Division from the Chinese People’s Volunteer Army. It took place in Gapyeong Valley during
4 days and 3 nights from April 22, 1951 to April 25, 1951.

The 27th British Commonwealth Brigade, one of the United Nations Forces, consisted of the
1st Battalion Middlesex Regiment, the 2nd Battalion of the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light
Infantry Regiment, the 3rd Battalion of the Royal Australian Regiment, the 16th Field Regiment
Royal New Zealand Artillery and A company 72nd Heavy Tank Battalion of the U.S. Army.

In particular, the 2nd Battalion of the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry Regiment on
Hill 677 and the 3rd Battalion of the Royal Australian Regiment on Hill 504 played a vital role
in the battle of Gapyeong. Through victory at the Battle of Gapyeong the 27th British
Commonwealth Brigade was able to keep Seoul, the capital of the Republic of Korea safe and
the United Nations Forces were able to ultimately win the Korean War against our enemies.



Dear Korean War Veterans of Canada,

You kept our freedom and peace in Korea and today we have achieved a remarkable prosperity thanks
to your devotion and sacrifice. On this point, I, on behalf of sixty four thousand citizens of Gapyeong,
would like to thank you and Canada today.

We, Gapyeong County, have donated six Gapyeong Stones to Canada for the Korean War
Memorial Monuments. The 1�� one was in Vancouver in January 2019, the 2ⁿ� one in Winnipeg
in June 2019, the 3�� one in Brampton in July 2021, the 4�� one in Niagara Falls in June 2022, the
5th one in Airdrie in July 2023 and today the Banff Gapyeong Stone is the 6th one.  The reason
why we have donated Gapyeong Stones to Canada is that, through Gapyeong Stones, we are able
to remember the devotion and sacrifice of the Canadian Forces who died at the Korean War and
to respect the living Korean War Veterans of Canada.

I value the blood brotherhood between Korea and Canada forged during the Korean War 73
years ago. I hope that the Gapyeong Stone for the Korean War Victory Monument will contribute
towards a special friendship between Korea and Canada, between the Korean Canadian and
Canadian, and Gapyeong County and the Town of Banff.

Dear Mr and Mrs Kennedy, Korean Ambassador Lim,  Richards, MP, Acting Mayor Ram,  Mr.
Gerrie and Distinguished Guests,

I would like to express my sincere appreciation for your support and efforts for establishing the
Korean War Gapyeong Battle Victory Monument in Banff where over 4.5 million tourists visit
Banff annually from all over the world and for preparing the monument unveiling ceremony
today.

Dear Korean War Veterans of Canada and Distinguished Guests,
I wish you good health and happiness.
Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Teawon Seo
Mayor of Gapyeong County, Korea



2024. 7. 21







July 2024





“Banff Korean War Gapyeong/Kapyong Battle Victory Monument” Statement



Today's ceremony is an opportunity to remember the valour and the sacrifices made by
Canadian soldiers during the Korean War at the pivotal Battle of Gapyeong - an
opportunity that we as Canadians grateful for their brave service are honoured to take.

This installation of the Korean War Gapyeong Battle Victory Monument in Banff pays
respects to those who fought in that pivotal battle, and to those who lost their lives
protecting the freedoms we enjoy today.

Thank you to the Korean War Veterans Advocates of Canada and its President HooJung
Jones Kennedy, the Town of Banff, and the Banff Legion Branch 26 for their partnership
in making this monument a reality.

The Korean War is an important chapter in Canada's military history, in which more than
26,000 Canadians contributed to defending South Korea from communist invasion, and in
which more than 500 Canadians laid down their lives in the defence of freedom.

Canada's service helped forge a strong alliance with a thankful South Korean nation that
continues to this day.

As we honour those who fought in Korea, let's also recognize the ongoing dedication and
commitment of our service men and women who continue to protect Canada, just as their
predecessors willingly answered the call to duty in the Korean War. Their dedication
ensures the continued protection of the freedoms and liberties we enjoy as Canadians.

Blake Richards
Member of Parliament, Banff - Airdrie

Sincerely,



Ms. Sofia Spilberg was born in Russia, where she fell in love with a violin at the age
of five. She was inspired by violin virtuosos from all around the world. Years of
studying  in music and art school  in Israel encouraged Sofia to learn to play music
by ear without the notes sheet. She has therefore discovered an entire world of
musical creativity and love for improvisation.

She is a professional violin artist from Toronto playing her own unique sets of pop,
classical, house, dance, Bollywood and fusion music. A versatile violinist, Sofia
lives with passion to perform instrumental music before an audience and to share
her exceptional style with people. From perpetual classical performances to
fascinating electric violin shows and DJ’s live collaborations, Sofia has a wealth of
knowledge.

Sofia has performed on exclusive events and shows in numerous countries
including Canada, UK, Germany, Russia, Israel, Italy and more.

Ottawa
House of Commons, Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6

Tel.: 613-995-9389 Fax: 613-992-7802

Constituency
1A-1394 Upper Gage Avenue, Hamilton, ON L8W 1E7

Tel.: 905-574-3331 Fax: 905-574-4980



110 Bear Street
Box 1260 Banff, Alberta Canada T1L
1A1
T 403.762.1203 F 403.762.1260

February 22, 2024

Dear Mayor Teawon Seo,

We are pleased to hear that the City of Gapyeong has donated the “Korean War
Gapyeong Battle Victory Monument” to the Banff community to be erected at
the Royal Canadian Legion Br. 26 Col. Moore.

Over 4.5 million tourists from all over the world visit the beautiful Rocky
Mountains and Town of Banff annually. The Town of Banff’s cenotaph is located
at the Royal Canadian Legion Br. 26 Col. Moore where wreaths are laid each
Remembrance day to honour and remember Veterans.

The “Korean War Gapyeong Battle Victory Monument” will not only help to
preserve the legacy of the Korean War Veterans, including Mr. James Santa Lucia
who served with the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry during the
Korean War, but it will also be an iconic symbol for the United Nations Peace
Keeping Mission. For the first time, the United Nations has agreed to fight to
preserve Peace and Freedom for the Republic of Korea.

The Monument will help to enhance the diplomatic relations and friendship
between Canada and Korea and the Town of Banff and City of Gapyeong. The
Town of Banff has a small population, but we have a big heart.

We welcome you and the City of  Gapyeong delegates to our beautiful town and
I look forward to meeting you and the delegates at the Monument Unveiling
Ceremony on July 14th.

Kind regards,

Corrie

July 21st.



Message from the Rt. Hon. Adrienne Clarkson PC, CC, CMM, COM CD
May 2024

Dear Korean War Veterans Advocates of Canada,

I am absolutely delighted that a monument to the memorable and extraordinary Battle of
Gapyeong/Kapyong is being dedicated in Banff Alberta. This battle was one which will forever live
in the annals of our beloved Patricias!

Historians have written about the courageous actions during that battle, particularly of Lt. Mike Levy
who was the true hero of Gapyeong/Kapyong. I had the honour of presenting him with his Coat of
Arms when I was Governor General to commemorate how outstanding his actions had been. The
awarding of the Coat of Arms showed that all of Canada recognized and remembered his astonishing
military feat and his extraordinary courage.

The Battle of Gapyeong/Kapyong, and the story of our courageous Patricias, is one which will always
resonate with pride for us!

Yours faithfully,

Adrienne Clarkson
Colonel-in-Chief
Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry

3 PPCLI in Korea - 1952

July 2024



1. Marching on of  Korean War Veterans and VIP : Mike Marshall, Bagpiper

2. MC Welcome : Major(Ret’d) Don Kennedy,

       Co-Chair, Korean War Veterans Advocates of Canada

3. “O Canada” : Wonkyoung Jang  / Korean National Anthem : Rebecca Jeon

4.    Opening Remarks : HooJung Jones Kennedy,

        Co-Chair, Korean War Veterans Advocates of Canada

       5.    Welcome and Land Acknowledgment : Kaylee Ram, Acting Mayor of the Town of Banff

6. Dignitaries Remarks :

● Woongsoon Lim, Ambassador, The Republic of Korea

● Teawon Seo, Mayor of the City of Gapyeong

● Blake Richards, MP, Banff-Airdrie,  Shadow Minster of Veterans Affairs of Canada

7. Monument Unveiling : Korean War Veterans and dignitaries

8. Blessing of Monument : Sung Eun Choi, Pastor of the The Korean Church of Banff

9. Act of Remembrance :  Dann Oliver, President of the Royal Canadian Legion Post 144

10. Last Post : Bugle, Major (Ret’d) Don Kennedy

11.  Monument of Silence

12. Lament :  Bagpiper

13. Reveille : Bugle

14. 10 Fallen 2PPCLI : HooJung Jones Kennedy

15. Wreath laying Ceremony

16. “God Save the King”

17. Thank you Remarks:

       HooJung Jones Kennedy, Co-Chair Korean War Veterans Advocates of Canada

       Bryan Gerrie, Past President of the Royal Canadian Legion Br. 26 Col. Moore

18.   MC Announcement : Veterans Appreciation Dinner

19.   Group Photos

Order of Service



●

●

●



Veterans Appreciation Dinner

Order of Service

1. Welcome: Major(Ret’d) Don Kennedy, HooJung Jones Kennedy
   Co-Chairs of the Korean War Veterans Advocates of Canada

2. “Ambassador for Peace Medal” Presentation :
Presenter: Woongsoon Lim, Ambassador, Col. Dong Won Lee, Defence Attaché

●  Ronald McKay, 2PPCLI,  Gapyeong Veteran (Deceased)
●  Charles Grier, Aboriginal Veteran (Deceased)
●  Leif Bangsboll, US Veteran, Silver Star Recipient (Deceased)

3. Prayer : Sung Eun Choi, Pastor, The Korean Church in Banff
4. Dinner :

Sponsored by Korean War Veterans Advocates of Canada, Veterans Affairs Canada
   Prepared by Chef Michael Anderson of Bow Valley Gourmet
5. Greeting : Mayor Teawon Seo, Gapyeong County
6. Introduction : Gapyeong County Deligates
7. Appreciation Certificates and Gifts Presentation :
8. Senator Yonah Martin’s Appreciation Certificates :
9. UPF Ambassador for Peace Appreciation Medal :
        Dr. Moonshik Kim, President of UPF Canada
10. Gifts presentation :
        Glenn Miller, President of Lethbridge United Service Institute
11: Video Presentation : Canadians Our Heroes, Thank you Veterans
12. Entertainment : Mike Marshall, Bagpiper
13. Thank you  Remarks : HooJung Jones Kennedy

14. Group Photo:

  (





Lt. Mike Levy with two 2PPLCI soldiers

PPCLI Solder at his friend’s grave site



Allan Boxshall, 2PPCLI soldier with two orphans.
He is the only living Gapyeong/Kapyong veteran
from Alberta and he also received the Honourary
Citizenship from the City of Gapyeong in 2022.

Ken Gawthorn, 2PPCLI soldier with his
friend on his 27th birthday in Gapyeong,
Korea.

Capt. Andy Foulds,  2PPCLI soldier giving
toys to a Korean orphan.

Morley Balinson, 2 PPCLI solider holding a
Chinese Burp gun. He was from Hamilton, ON.



Allan Boxshall

2PPCLI



Monument Installation at The Royal Canadian Legion Br, 26 Col. Moore in Banff, Alberta

“Banff Korean War Gapyeong Battle Victory Monument “

5 Ton Granite Monument donated from Gapyeong County, Korea.



Lest We Forget

On Hill 677 in the Gapyeong River Valley from April 22 to 25,1951, the 2 PPCLI
(2nd Battalion of Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry) endured  a
devastating ordeal. Isolated from the other units of the 27th British Commonwealth
Brigade, the 2PPCLI became surrounded by the overwhelming forces of the
Chinese PVA (People's Volunteer Army), which was en route to capturing Seoul.

Despite the despairing tactical disadvantage of being surrounded, the lone
Canadian unit atop Hill 677 firmly stood its ground with unwavering determination
and triumphantly thwarted the PVA's advance against all odds.

For the outstanding exhibition of heroism, the gallant heroes of the 2 PPCLI
received the United States Presidential Unit Citation.

Bronze Plaque 2 Text

Bronze Plaque 1 Text

Jongho Kyun

Fallen Soldiers of the Battle of Gapyeong

Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry

2nd Battalion
Private Maurice Sherman Carr
Corporal Gerald Robert Evans

Private Leslie Thomas Fielding
Private Curtis Archie Hayes

Private Joseph Marcel Leo Lessard
Private Bruce Merlin MacDonald

Private Walter John Marshall
Private Robert Herbert George Tolver

Private Robert Leroy Walker
Private Thomas Barry Wotton

             Lest We Forget

Joseph Marcel Leo Lessard

Walter John Marshall

Thomas Barry Wotton
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Individual Sponsors

Major(Ret’d) Donald Kennedy, HooJung Jones Kennedy, ,  Kyusik Kim, ,  Jung Jee Seh,
, Rhys Jones, Woongsoon Lim, , So Sun Suh, , Inseob Won, Douglas and

Doreen Keeton, Peter Patry, Doris and Dan Muir,  Bai Joo Un, , Bai Eden, , Lee Hee Jung,
Grace Lee, , Seung Royng Ha, ,  Emily Han, Sejun Park , Robert

Thibeau, John St. Dennis, John Jewitt, Wendy Jocko, Donna Murakami Fujimoto, Nanci Mair, Dave
Mair,  Rena and Kevin Philips, Dr. Andrew Burtch, Angie and Gordon McNulty, Marg and Bill Grahlman,
Irene and Melvin Pat Cornect,Terri and Dan Welsh,  Gerald Chipeur, KC, Dr. Barbara Chipeur, Raymond
Plourde,   David Marsh, Daniel Rodrique,  Ted Barris and Jane MacAulay, Linda German and Ernest
Lund, Larrie Forbes

Companies, Organizations, Government Sponsors

Veterans Affairs Canada, Ministry of Patriots and Veterans Affairs, Consulate General Office of the
Republic of Korea in Vancouver, Gapyeong County, Korea the Town of Banff (In-Kind),
Korean War Veterans Advocates of Canada, The Royal Canadian
Legion Br.26 Col. Moore, (In-Kind), The Royal Canadian Legion Post 144 Pinellas County, The Royal
Canadian Legion Br. 3 Three Sisters Canmore, Royal Canadian Legion Br. 408 Temagami, The Royal
Canadian Legion Branch 10 Amherst Nova Scotia, Royal Canadian Legion Nova Scotia/Nanubut
Command, Royal Canadian Legion Br. 336 Faconbridge, The Royal Canadian Legion Br. 372 LTH
Branch Russell, Royal Canadian Naval Association, Calgary Naval Veterans Association, Kitchener-
Waterloo Naval Association, RCNA Windsor Admiral Hose Branch, RCNA Admiral Murray Branch,
Canadian Infantry Association, Royal Canadian Naval Association Edmonton, Royal Canadian Air
Force Association RCAFA 700 Wing Edmonton, Aboriginal Veterans Autochtones, Métis Nations of
Ontario Veterans Council, Universal Peace Federation Canada, Takewondo Ltd,  Burloak Naval
Veterans, Prime World Tours, , Seoul Country Korean Restaurant
Remembering Canadian Heroes, The Korean Church of Banff, Canada Korea Society,
Edmonton United Services Institute EUSI , Lethbridge United Services Institute, North America Freight
Group Inc, CN Media Group CN Dream, Owen Sound Korean Friendship Group,

(In-Kind), Bow Volley Gourmet, (In-Kind), CoShip (In-Kind)

Korean War Veterans Advocates of Canada send our special thanks to:

Korean War Veterans (James Santa Lucia, Edwin (Ted) Ayde, Victor Flett,  Herbert Johnson, Clayton
Stobbes, John McDonald, Al Bince),Veterans and family members, Senator Yonah Martin

, Karen Sorensen Senator, Woongsoon Lim Ambassador, Jongho Kyun, Consul
General, , Blake Richards MP, Corrie DiManno, Mayor of the Town of Banff,
Mayor Teawon Seo, , David Suh, Gapyeong delegates
Col. Dongwon Lee, Defence Attaché, , Sosun Suh, Defence Attaché  Aide,
Bryan Gerrie, Past President of The RCL Br. 26,  Executives, members and volunteers. Dann and Mary
Oliver, Jack Angus Chapelle, Terri-Leigh Saunders, June Greig,  Verne Lunan,  Pat Cornect, Glenn Miller,
Alex Tsang, Heath Lee, Kristin Doyle, Joe Fannin, Dr. Moonshik Kim,  David Stewart,
Minsik Kim, Bai Joo Un, Emily Han, , Sejun Park, , Sung Eun Choi,

Nanci and Dave Mair, Seung Royng Ha,  Chef Michael Anderson, Rhys Jones,
Rebecca Jeon Jung Ho Jang , Wonkyoung Jang Paulco Landscaping



Korean War Veterans Advocates of Canada www.koreanwarveteransadvocates.com





THE ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION

POST 144, PINELLAS COUNTY

FLORID, USA

Originally Chartered on January 28, 1942 under the British Empire Services League (Canadian
Legion) Post 144 has aided Veterans and Serving Members of WWII, the Korean War, Vietnam,
and all other large or small conflicts or wards to date, regardless of their home country.

Operating as basically a winter Post, we participate in many events to share camaraderie and raise
funds to support various charities. We try to follow The Royal Canadian Legion Meeting Procedures
and Protocol, even while conducting our Hybrid General Meetings on Zoom.

Post 144 Members are proud our Post, is a member of the Korean War Veterans Advocates of
Canada , and sponsors of their efforts to commemorate Veterans of the Korean War. We invite you
to attend one of the many ceremonies honouring these heroes, who answered the call.

C/O AMERICAN LEGION POST 7, 1760 Turner Street, Clearwater, FL 33756 USA

Information: info@rclpost144.org  or  call: 727-343-3843





The

EDMONTON UNITED SERVICES INSTITUTE



Emily Han, CIP, CRM, ARe, RPLU, CRIS

VP-Casualty

Miller Thomson LLP rem emb ers the
dedication and sacr if ice of those who
ser ved in the Korean War and those who
fought the Bat tle of Gapyeong.

M I L L E R T H O M S O N . C O M

Gerald Chipeur, KC
Partner | Calgary
4 03 . 2 9 8 . 2 4 3 4

GCHIPEUR@MILLERTHOMSON.COM

For more information contact:





Call today for a free consultation! Like us on facebook for more

information and gourmet cooking tips!



NOT IN VAIN
The crosses lined on silent field

Speak mutely of war's deadly yield.

The guns are quiet

The battlefield still

The dead lie in peace until

We break faith and start anew.

Multitudes of dead would rise

With tears and fire in their eyes

And thunder:

"Listen to our cries!

Remain strong in defence.

Become not weak,

Remember Munich's past folly!

Heed the truth we speak.

Did we die in vain

Would you put our death to shame

Remembering how we died to save

Mankind from following us

To a lonely grave?"

By Major (Ret'd) Don Kennedy



Written and designed by HooJung Jones Kennedy


